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To: Dartford Joint Transportation Board 

By: Tim Read - Head of Transportation

Date: 1 March 2016

Subject: Home Gardens cycleway/footway scheme

Classification: For information 

Summary: This report outlines the proposed Home Gardens 
cycleway/footway improvement scheme that is intended to be implemented as 
part of the 2016/17 Local Growth Fund improvements programme.  

1. Background 

1.1     Finance for this scheme is to be provided via the Single Local 
Growth Fund awarded to Kent County Council from central 
government. This funding is non-transferable, so if not used for this 
scheme, it cannot be utilised to make alternative Highway repairs or 
improvements in the area.

1.2  This scheme, originally discussed in 2013, is to provide a new 
connection for cyclists along the eastern side of A226 Home 
Gardens between Station Approach, the riverside cycle path and 
town centre.

1.3 The scheme will provide a direct link for cycles to the cycle path 
alongside the River Darenth, which then links to other existing off 
road cycle facilities on Mill Pond Road and on via Cycle Route 125. 
This in turn provides direct cycle access to the railway station into 
the large area of housing to the north east of Dartford town centre.

1.4     Most recently the scheme was consulted on in August 2015 and was 
intended at this time to include:

1.4.1 Widening of the existing footway to create a footway/cycleway 
alongside Home Gardens from the County Court to the 
junction of Station Approach. 

1.4.2 Widening and relocation of the existing traffic island at the 
Station Approach roundabout entry at Home Gardens to 
reduce the distance pedestrians and cyclists have to cross. 
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1.4.3 An on road cycle lane travelling uphill on Station Approach, 
removal of sub-standard width footway on the western side of 
Station Approach and localised widening of footway on the 
eastern side of Station Approach.

1.5     Feedback on the consultation centred on reservations regarding the 
loss of Highway trees necessary to enable widening of the existing 
footway in front of Crown House and the narrowing of the exit from 
Station Approach onto the Home Gardens.

1.6 Councillor Matthew Davis requested that any Highway trees that 
were removed as part of the scheme be replaced nearby.

1.7 A representative of the taxi drivers strongly objected to the narrowing 
of the Station Approach entry to the Home Gardens roundabout.  
They were concerned that if the scheme was constructed as 
proposed it would prevent taxi’s ability to exit Station Approach 
directly into the bus lane on Home Gardens to travel south, thus 
avoiding the congestion commonly found here at peak times.

1.8 The local representative for the CTC (national cycling charity) 
responded strongly in favour of the scheme.

2. Ongoing Discussion

2.1 Considering the above valid concerns made by the taxi driver lobby, 
a CCTV survey of the junction was carried out September 2015 to 
enable an informed decision on this element of the scheme.  
Although on the day of the survey the numbers of taxi’s making this 
manoeuvre was low (less than 10 in gridlocked traffic conditions), it 
is acknowledged that this survey is only a snapshot, that this number 
would be variable and this element of the proposals would represent 
a significant delay to those users. 

2.2 A meeting between KCC Officers and Jeremey Kite as Leader of 
Dartford Borough Council was held on 28th October 2015 to discuss 
the scheme and various objections.

2.3 It was agreed that KCC officers would look to revise the scheme 
proposal to ensure traffic exiting Station Approach was not impeded 
and to minimise the loss of Highway trees.

3. Revised proposals

3.1 A revised scheme has been prepared which only removes localised 
pinch points from the existing brick planter outside Crown House. 
This allows the footway to be widened to ensure we meet a 
minimum width of 3.5m, yet should result in the loss of only one 
Highway tree (please see Appendix 1 drawing No. 
DA/LGF/0134/1600 JTB for details ).
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3.2 The removal of the tree as mentioned above will improve visibility for 
drivers exiting the County Court and Crown House car park.

3.3 The entrance to the Crown House car park will be revised to narrow 
it slightly to reduce traffic speed and remove the existing sub-
standard and uneven pedestrian refuge. 

3.4 The shared cycleway/footway will be resurfaced to provide a 
macadam surface. Existing slabs which are undamaged will be 
retained at the Highway Depot to enable future repairs elsewhere.

3.5 Previously tabled alterations to Station Approach will not be 
implemented and the scheme will from this point be signed on 
highway with general traffic.  Localised improvements will be 
necessary to the dropped kerbs, signing and lining however this will 
not result in narrowed traffic lanes on Station Approach.

3.6 Details of the above revisions were sent to both the taxi driver 
representative and the local CTC representative for comment.  No 
response was received from the taxi representative; however the 
CTC representative replied explaining that they understood the 
difficulties in taking the scheme forward, accepted that the new 
proposal represented an improvement over the current situation and 
gave his endorsement to the scheme.

4. Conclusion

4.1 The revised scheme as detailed above and shown in Appendix 1 
represents the most pragmatic compromise currently available 
between improving connections for cyclists yet not compromising 
local traffic flow. 

4.2 Subject to the views of this board, Kent County Council intend to 
move forward with the construction of this scheme in the 2016/17 
financial year.

______________________________________________________________

Background documents: The background documents pertaining to this 
report are held on KCC Highways and Transportation file

Appendices

Drawing No. DA/LGF/0134/1600 JTB

Contact officer:
Tony Jenson
Tel: 03000 413684


